
  

Principal’s Message  
 

As we step into the month of February, I hope this message finds you and your families well. This 
month is filled with opportuniƟes for growth, learning, and community building at our school. 
 

Faith and Community: February is a special month as we celebrate the Feast of St. ValenƟne, a    
reminder of the importance of love and kindness in our lives. Our students will be parƟcipaƟng in 
various acƟviƟes that emphasize these values, including a special Mass and classroom projects   
focused on acts of kindness. 
 

Academic Excellence: Our teachers are dedicated to providing a rich and engaging curriculum. This 
month, we will be focusing on literacy and numeracy skills, with a special focus on Lexia and 
Knowledgehook programs. We encourage you to support your children by reading with them at 
home and pracƟcing math skills in everyday situaƟons. 
 

Black History Month: February is also Black History Month, a Ɵme to recognize and celebrate the 
contribuƟons of Black Canadians. Our school will be displaying a Diverse Saints Quilt, classroom 
acƟviƟes and classroom discussions have been planned to educate our students about the          
importance of diversity and inclusion. 
 

ValenƟne’s Day: On Friday February 14, 2025 we celebrate ValenƟne’s Day, a day of love and      
devoƟon.  AcƟviƟes for ValenƟne’s Day will take place within each classroom.  ValenƟne’s Day  
cookie orders will be delivered to students from Student Council on Thursday 13th.  Please do not 
send your child with food and/or candies on this day as it poses a risk to the students in our school 
with allergens.  Your respect of the safety and well-being of St. James students is appreciated. 
 

AnƟ-Bullying Awareness Day: AnƟ-Bullying Awareness Day will be taking place on Wednesday      
February 26, 2025 and students are encouraged to wear pink on this day. This day is dedicated to 
raising awareness about the impact of bullying and promoƟng a culture of respect and kindness.  
Let’s conƟnue to work as a team and do our part to make St. James a bully behaviour free place.  
 
Kids Helping Kids: The St. James staff and students will be supporƟng the “Kids Helping Kids” 
campaign running from February 10, 2025 to February 21, 2025.  The planned events are included 
on page 3 of newsleƩer.  DonaƟons can be made directly through SchoolCash Online.  We ask that 
student parƟcipaƟng in the various out of uniform acƟviƟes donate a quarter or a loonie for each of 
the days if feasible. 
Reminders 

PD Day: February 14, 2025 – No school for students. 
Family Day: February 17, 2025 – School closed. 
 

Staffing Update 
Please join me in welcoming Mrs. Lianne Major to the St. James Staff.  Mrs. Major will be 
taking over for Mrs. MarƟnelli in our Grade 3/4 Class for the remainder of the School Year. 
Mrs. MarƟnelli will return in September 2025. 
 
Mr. K. Lococo, Principal 

The Niagara Catholic District School Board, through the charisms of faith, social jusƟce, support and 
leadership, nurtures an enriching Catholic learning community for all to reach their full potenƟal and 

become living witnesses of Christ. 

  

S K Y H A W K S  
Safe Arrival 

 
To report your child absent 
please use one of the three 
methods listed below: 
 
1. Use the SafeArrival website, 
  
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca 
 

The first time you use the 
website, select Sign Up to 
create your account using 
your email address. After 
logging in, select the Attend-
ance tab to Report an Ab-
sence.  

 
2. Using your mobile device, 

download and install the 
SchoolMessenger App (blue 
logo) from the Apple App 
Store or the Google Play 
Store  (or from the links at 

  
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca 
 

Use your new login infor-
mation to access your ac-
count.  Select Attendance to 
Report an Absence.  If you 
would like to receive attend-
ance notifications on your 
mobile device please enable 
Push Notifications in the Set-
tings area of the app.  The 
document Using the 
SchoolMessenger app will 
give instructions for using the 
App.  

 
3. The toll-free number  
 
    1-844-287-6287  

 
will allow you to report your 
child absent without creating 
an account. 
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Cold Weather 
 
Cold weather is on the way.  Please ensure that your child(ren) 
come to school prepared to participate in all activities,         
especially outdoor recess.  All children need hats, scarves, 
gloves, warm coats and boots, labeled with their names. 
 
On extremely cold days, we limit the amount of time that    
students spend outdoors.  We obtain our weather information 
from the Environment Canadian Weather Information Line and   
follow Niagara Catholic District School Board guidelines. 
 
Staff will direct students inside should weather conditions re-
quire under the inclement weather policy. 

February Food Days 
 

Thursday 6th — Pizza Lunch Day 
Thursday 13th — Chicken Finger Lunch Day 
Thursday 20th — Sub Lunch Day 
Thursday 27th — Mexican Lunch Day 

Indoor/Outdoor Footwear 
 

Parents are reminded to send a pair of indoor shoes with their 
child to the school.  This will allow for cleanliness in our 
school and fore caretaking staff to focus on sanitization of 
surfaces.  We thank everyone for their cooperation with this 
matter. 

Professional Activity Day 
 

This is a friendly reminder that on Friday February 14, 2025 is a 
designated Professional Activity Day for Niagara Catholic Staff.  
Therefore, there is no school for students on this day. 
 

Family Day 
 

Niagara Catholic schools and Catholic Education Centre will be 
closed on Monday February 17, 2025 to observe Family Day.  The 
purpose of Family Day is to emphasize and celebrate the          
importance of families taking time to be together. 

Valentine’s Day 
 
As part of the Kids Helping Kids fundraiser, we invite all      
students to dress in red, pink and/or white on February 13, 2025. 
 
Valentine’s Day activities will be theme based activities in   
individual classroom.  We are requesting that students DO NOT 
bring in an food items on Valentine’s Day to distribute.  This 
will ensure a minimal disruption to the learning environment as 
well as ensure our Anaphylaxis students are not inadvertently 
exposed to an allergen. 
 
Students will have the option to purchase and have sent to a 
classmate a Valentine’s Day Cookie(s), or to purchase one for 
themselves.  
 
The cost of the Valentine’s Day Cookie will be $2.00.        
Classroom teachers will distribute the ordering sheets to        
students. The form is to return completed with a toonie to     
process the order.  Ordering sheets and funds are to be brought 
to the Valentine Cookie ordering table during lunch.  A member 
of Student Council will be at the table to process the request and 
answer any questions.   
 
Orders will be taken during lunch periods between Monday 
January 20, 2025 to Monday February 10, 2025 by 12:40 
p.m. at our Student Council Table.  

Report Cards 
 
Term One Reports will be available on the parent portal during 
the week of February 10, 2025.  

 

https://niagaracatholic.ca/reportcards 
 

Please be advised that parent-teacher conferences for this term 
will be at the request of the teacher and/or parent(s)/guardian(s).   
 

Teachers will be making a request to the parents of students for 
whom they feel an interview would be necessary.  After the 
Report Cards are made available, parent(s)/guardian) may also 
request an interview by contacting the teacher to arrange a   
convenient time. 

 

Kindergarten Open House 
 

The Kindergarten Open House will take place on Wednesday  
February 5, 2025 from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  This is for    
students new to the school for 2025-2026. 

 

Pink Shirt Day 
 

Wednesday February 26, 2025 is PINK SHIRT DAY.  Each 
year, on Pink Shirt Day, we encourage everyone to wear 
something pink to symbolize that we as a society will not   
accept bullying anywhere. 
  

Take the message and remember it all year long.   

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
T-Shirt Design Contest—students have been working hard on 
their designs.  Selection process will include Student Council and 
Staff.  The winner will be announced in February.   Stay Tuned! 
 
Krispy Kreme—we will be selling Krispy Kreme Doughnuts in 
April/May with delivery to be May 13, 2025.  We will be selling a 
dozen doughnuts for $15.00 on SchoolCashOnline.  There will be 
a limited total quantity available and sold on a first come first 
serve basis.  A School Messenger Message will be sent prior to the 
opening of sales. 
 
Hot Lunch Days—We are introducing Burrito Boyz on Thursday 
February 27, 2025 as a new hot lunch option.  Stay tuned as we 
currently working on some additional options for the students.  
Hot Dog Days will return in March and/or April. 
 
Gymnasium—Throughout the last few months we have been 
working with Board Office staff and Engineers on a update to the 
current school gymnasium.  Updates will include: all new mats, 
wall padding, flooring, painting, adjustable basketball nets and 
HVAC changes.  This work will impact the availability of the 
gymnasium for students.  We will advise the school community 
when we have a tentative timeframe of the work commencing.  
We are very excited for the updates to the facility. 

Catholic School Council 
 
Virtual Meeting Monday February 10 , 2025 at 5:00 p.m. 
hƩps://meet.google.com/yjc-kwsv-hkv 



This year’s event will jointly support the Niagara Children’s Centre, as well as the Niagara FoundaƟon for Catholic   EducaƟon.  
 
Kids Helping Kids is a fun, informal fundraiser, which supports these causes through paid parƟcipaƟon in events such as Jersey Day, 
Hat Day and CreaƟve Hair Day.  DonaƟons to the Kids Helping Kids fundraiser can be made in School Cash Online.  
 
For further informaƟon about the Niagara FoundaƟon for Catholic EducaƟon, please contact  
Jim Marino, at 905.735.0240 ext. 210 or jim.marino@nfce.org.  To find more about the Niagara Children’s Centre, please visit their 
website: Niagara Children's Centre  
 

Week of February 10, 2025 Week of February 17, 2025  

10th  Sports Team Jersey Day  17th  Family Day—No School 

11th  Hawaiian Luau Day: All Hawaiian shirts and  
          Hawaiian Accessories              

18th  Students Dress as Teachers Day 

12th  Mismatched Shoe Day  19st  2000’s Dress Day 

13th  Red and White Day for ValenƟne’s Day  20th Colour Challenge Day    
         Kindergarten - Green á Grade 1 Yellow á Grade 2/ 3 - Orange á Grade 

3/4 - Red   Grade 5 / 6 - Blue á Grade 6 / 7 - Purple á Grade 7/8 - Pink  

14th  PA DAY—No School 21st  Pajama Day  

February 10th—February 21st, 2025 



Rocks and Rings 2025! 
 
The Canadian Curling Associations “Rocks & Rings” 
program came to our school on Friday January 24, 
2025 for a full day of fun activities for our students to 
be introduced to Curling.  
 
The students had a great time learning the game of 
curling and even got to tests their skills in the gym! 

YMCA Before and After School Child Care  
is in your school!   
YMCA Before and After School Child Care operates in St. James. 
Your child can have fun and participate in planned indoor nd out-
door activities with their friends while being in a safe, Quality 
program.  Registrations  are for five-day-a-week spaces, and you 
can begin the process by signing up through the Region’s waitlist 
system at: Niagara.onehsn.com, or for mor information about reg-
istration please email:    
ccregistration@niagara.ymca.ca 








